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Please submit “Up-and-Comers” items to Kevlin Haire at kevlinhl@yahoo.com.
Up-and-Comers: News for Student Archivists—Kevlin Haire, 
Assistant Editor, The Ohio State University
Pupils Become the Masters: MAC’s First Meeting Blog
In	the	four-plus	years	I’ve	been	editing	this	column,	I	have	
always	been	impressed	by	the	students	and	young	profes-
sionals	who	have	written	pieces	about	their	learning	and	
working	experiences.	They	all	have	exhibited	an	incredible	
level	of	intelligence,	professionalism,	and	passion	for	their	
chosen	career	path.	So	when	I	was	asked	to	try	to	gather	
a	group	of	students	and/or	young	professionals	to	create	
and	run	a	blog	about	MAC’s	annual	meeting	in	Chicago,	
I	was	confident	I	could	track	down	a	high-caliber	group	to	
cover	the	event.	Naturally,	my	expectations	were	not	only	
met,	but	exceeded.	
I	had	no	trouble	luring	wannabe	bloggers—the	only	reason	
people	turned	me	down	was	that	they	wouldn’t	be	attend-
ing	the	meeting.	Eventually,	I	was	joined	by	an	incredibly	
talented,	 enthusiastic,	 and	 committed	 group:	Christina	
Cieslewicz,	Jeremy	Feador,	Sloan	Komissarov,	Angelique	
Richardson,	and	Lance	Stuchell.	
Their	enthusiasm,	in	fact,	is	what	made	the	blog	actually	
happen.	When	I	started	the	process,	it	seemed	very	likely	
that	we	would	take	over	the	MAC	2010	blog	that	had	been	
created	to	preview	the	meeting.	I	thought	it	was	a	great	
idea	since	 it	would	provide	a	seamless	transition	from	a	
reporting	of	things	to	come	to	a	chronicling	of	things	that	
were	actually	happening	at	the	event.
Consequently,	I	suffered	a	significant	letdown	a	few	weeks	
before	 the	meeting	when	 I	 learned	 that	we	would	have	
to	create	a	separate	blog.	Not	only	did	this	eliminate	an	
already	established	readership,	but	I	had	no	clue	how	to	
create	such	an	animal.	My	bloggers	came	to	the	rescue	after	
I	put	it	to	them	in	an	E-mail	vote—were	they	willing	to	do	
the	hard	work	of	creating	a	brand	new	blog	and	filling	its	
“pages”	throughout	the	event?	My	question	was	met	with	a	
resounding	yes,	and	I	was	re-energized	to	tackle	the	project.
Lance	was	particularly	helpful	at	the	beginning.	He	runs	
his	own	blog	for	new	archivists	called,	not	coincidentally,	
Newarchivist.com,	and	he	took	on	much	of	the	responsibil-
ity	of	handling	the	technical	process	of	setting	up	the	site.	
Meanwhile,	 there	was	much	discussion	 about	 its	 name	
(“MAC	Deep	Dish,”	a	nod	to	Chicago’s	well-known	style	
of	pizza,	was	eventually	chosen),	its	focus,	and	its	logistical	
set-up.	This	group	was	really	geared	up	for	this!	
We	arrived	in	Chicago,	and	the	real	fun	began.	Unlike	the	
other	99.8	percent	of	the	crowd,	we	were	not	only	learning	
and	networking	but	also	trying	to	give	people	who	weren’t	
there	the	same	experience	as	people	who	were.	We	did	this	
in	different	ways.	Jeremy	blogged	as	he	attended	meetings;	
I	retreated	to	my	hotel	room	during	breaks	to	put	my	pieces	
together.	Inevitably,	given	our	tiny	group,	we	were	not	able	
to	cover	every	single	session.	And	although	we	had	high	
hopes	of	recording	the	other	happenings	at	the	conference,	
it	was	difficult,	at	least	for	me,	to	participate	in	the	opening	
reception	and	cover	it	at	the	same	time.	
In	the	end,	it	was	a	tall	order	to	create	and	sustain	a	blog,	
especially	for	such	a	small	group	of	people.	However,	given	
the	constraints	and	unknowns	involved,	I	think	we	made	
the	first-ever	blog	to	cover	an	annual	meeting	a	resounding	
success.	In	fact,	it	has	received	more	than	1,600	hits!	See	
for	 yourself	 at	 http://www.macsessionreviews.wordpress	
.com/.	But	don’t	just	listen	to	me.	Hear	what	some	of	the	
other	bloggers	have	to	say.
Christina’s Thoughts
With	apologies	to	David	Letterman,	here	are	five	thoughts	
on	blogging	for	MAC:
5.	 Fun.	It	was	a	good	way	to	meet	fellow	attendees	and	
concentrate	 on	 the	 sessions.	Maybe	we	 could	have	
taken	it	a	step	further	and	had	some	deep	dish	pizza.
4.		 Be	free.	If	I	were	to	do	it	again,	I’d	concentrate	a	bit	
more	on	analysis	and	common	threads	I	picked	up	
between	presenters	or	on	tours	or	in	discussions.	
3.	 Pix.	More	photos	would	be	good.	I	thought	I	would	
take	more	and	didn’t.	Maybe	one	day	or	part	of	a	day	
someone	should	put	down	the	keyboard	completely	
and	just	take	pictures.
2.	 Definitely	worth	doing	again.
1.	 Conversation.	The	survey	on	the	blog	site	was	a	great	
step	in	that	direction.	More	dialogue	would	be	even	
better—maybe	mini-surveys	before	the	meetings	and	
during	the	event	about	what	people	would	like	to	see	
from	the	blog.	Maybe	start	it	a	couple	of	weeks	before	
the	meeting	to	get	discussions	going.	I	still	like	the	
idea	of	an	ongoing	MAC	blog	presence,	to	try	to	get	
conversations	 going	 between	members,	 but	maybe	
there	are	enough	other	blogs	out	there.
Jeremy’s Thoughts 
I	had	a	great	time	blogging	for	the	MAC	conference.	As	
a	first-time	attendee,	I	was	really	excited	to	visit	such	a	
diverse	array	of	sessions	and	then	blog	about	them.	One	of	
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my	favorite	sessions,	and	the	most	difficult	to	blog	about	
due	to	the	quickly	rotating	presenters,	was	Show	and	Tell.	
My	favorite	was	North	Carolina	State	University’s	Lisa	
Carter,	who	presented	on	the	campus’s	smart-phone	tour,	
aka	Wolfwalk,	http://www.lib.ncsu.edu/wolfwalk/.	This	
project	 sounds	 like	a	great	way	 to	engage	 students	and	
faculty	as	well	as	build	a	better	community.
Also	 during	 the	 conference,	 I	was	 able	 to	 present	my	
archival	 experiences/project	 during	 the	 poster	 session.	
Although	the	presentation	area	was	a	bit	cramped,	it	did	
have	its	benefits.	I	am	pretty	sure	the	small	hallway	forced	
much	more	conversation	than	if	we	were	in	a	larger	room.	
So	 I	 apologize	 for	 those	 of	 you	who	were	 unwittingly	
caught	in	my	poster	discussion	while	you	were	trying	to	
make	it	to	another	room.
Another	session	that	I	know	many	of	us	students	found	
valuable	was	“Landing	a	Job	in	this	Economy!?”	It	was	nice	
to	be	in	a	room	surrounded	by	other	petrified,	soon-to-be	
graduates.	Listening	to	our	peers	speak	about	their	suc-
cesses	and	some	setbacks	really	helped	calm	some	nerves.	
Overall,	as	a	first-time	attendee,	MAC	was	well	worth	the	
trip.	I	was	able	to	meet	great	people,	listen	to	interesting	
discussions,	and	take	in	the	sights	of	a	wonderful	city.
Editor’s note: Another blogger, Angelique Richardson, has 
agreed to carry the idea forward to next year’s annual meeting 
in St. Paul. Thanks to her and all of the “Chicago Six,” as we 
called ourselves, for working so hard on this project.
Graduate Student Poster Presentations 
Announced
Once	 again,	 entries	 from	 the	Midwest	will	 dominate	
the	 student	 poster	 session	 at	 the	 Society	 of	American	
Archivists’	 annual	meeting	 in	August	 in	Washington,	
D.C.	Of	the	37	presenters,	19	include	students	from	the	
MAC	region.	Nicely	done!	Student	posters	highlight	the	
research	 activities	 of	 graduate	 students	 in	 archives	 and	
records	management	programs,	 as	well	 as	 projects	 and	
activities	of	SAA	student	chapters.	Here	are	the	entries	
from	the	MAC	region.
University of Michigan
“The	Case	Studies	and	Generalized	Scenarios	Behind	the	
Blue	Ribbon	Task	Force	on	Sustainable	Digital	Pres-
ervation	and	Access	Final	Report,”	Elizabeth	Bedford
“Creating	and	Managing	Digital	Collections	 for	Small	
Repositories,”	Maureen	Kerwin
“Economic	Impact	of	Archives	in	Local	Communities,”	
Ayoung	Hoon,	Ricardo	Punzalan,	Amber	L.	Cush-
ing	/	University	of	Michigan,	University	of	North	
Carolina–Chapel	Hill
“Going	Digital:	Assessing	Digital	Readiness	in	Cultural	
Institutions,”	Magia	Krause
“Lights,	Camera,	Action:	A	Survey	of	Audio	and	Moving	
Image	Material	from	the	Robert	Altman	Archive,”	
Brian	Wilson,	David	Quick
“Looking	 for	 a	Web	Archivist?	Check	Out	Your	Local	
Schools,”	Lori	Donovan	
“Mapping	the	Past:	Connecting	Pre-1910	Images	to	Their	
Modern-day	Locations,”	Christiane	Evaskis
“Podcasts	in	the	Archives?	Preserving	Podcasting	Content	
at	the	University	of	Michigan,”	Alexis	A.	Antracoli
“Trusty,	Tried,	and	True:	Proving	Institutional	Reliability	
with	OAIS	Compliance	and	Policy	Development,”	
Angelina	Zaytsev
“Voices	of	Our	Town:	Creating	a	Best-Practice	Archive	
for	Local	Radio	News,”	Emilia	Askari
University of Minnesota
“Going	Solo	from	Day	One,”	Nicole	Frisone,	Laura	Panos	/	
University	of	Minnesota,	Rutgers	University
University of Wisconsin–Madison
“Documenting	Feminist	History:	 Practical,	Historical,	
and	Theoretical	Perspectives,”	Virginia	Corvid
“From	Lesson	Plans	to	Literature:	Do	Archivists	Reach	
Out	to	Homeschoolers?”	Kara	Blue
“Henry	and	Elizabeth	Baird	Papers	Digitization	Project,”	
Samuel	Rudin
“Making	an	Impact	through	Blogging:	UW–Madison’s	
Archives	Month	Blog	2009,”	Sloan	Komissarov	/	
SAA	Student	Chapter
“Scrapbooking	 the	Cultural	Memory	 of	 the	American	
Civil	War,”	Elizabeth	Fox-Corbett
“UW–Madison’s	SAA	Student	Chapter	Creates	Computer	
Confluence,”	Samuel	Rudin	/	SAA	Student	Chapter
“Who	Was	Irma	Harding?	The	Role	of	Oral	Histories	in	
Understanding	Larger	Collections,”	Danielle	Taylor
University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee
“Processing	 the	Hawaii	Macadamia	Nut	Association	
Records,”	Susan	Hammer
Trolling for News
If you have questions for me or any of the rest of the Chicago 
Six about the MAC meeting blog, or if you have something 
you really want to say, but here in print, please contact me 
at kevlinhl@yahoo.com.
